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Working with Students from 

Marginalized Populations in 

the Sexual Misconduct Process

Learning Outcomes
◼ Participants will lean about the historical implications that 

may impact both our personal biases and university 

processes

◼ Participants will examine general statistics as it relates to 

sexual assault on campus involving marginalized 

populations, specifically, students of color, students of 
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Statistics 

© All rights reserved 7

Reporting Sexual Violence

◼ Fewer than 5% of sexual assaults on 

campus are reported to the police2

◼ People of color, men, trans* and queer 

report less3 

◼ Less likely to report acquaintance rape4

◼ More likely to report when respondent is 

a different race5
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https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cdc_nisvs_victimization_final-a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/NISVS-StateReportBook.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/NISVS-StateReportBook.pdf
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IPV and Sexual Orientation

◼ IPV experienced by LGBTQ during lifetime10 

❑ 44% lesbians 

◼ 22% lesbians raped by an intimate partner

❑ 61% bisexual women

❑ 26% gay men

❑ 37% bisexual men

❑ 31.1%-50% transgender11
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10 Human Rights Campaign, Sexual Assault and the  LGBTQ Community, 

https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community, visited on 1/25/19.
11 Intimate Partner Violence and Sexual Abuse Among LGBT People, 

http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Intimate-Partner-Violence-and-Sexual-Abuse-

among-LGBT-People.pdf, visited on 1/15/19.

IPV and Bisexual women

◼ At higher risk than heterosexual women12:

❑ The rate of stalking among bisexual women is more 

than double the rate among heterosexual women. 

❑ Among rape victims, bisexual women experienced 

rape earlier in life compared to heterosexual women. 

❑ A higher percentage of bisexual women reported 

being concerned for their safety or injured as a result 

of IPV.

❑ Most reported only male perpetrators. 
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12 Walters, M.L., Chen J., & Breiding, M.J. (2013). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 

Survey (NISVS): 2010 Findings on Victimization by Sexual Orientation. Atlanta, GA: National Center for 

Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Retrieved from 

http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/pdf/NISVS_SOfindings.pdf.

Students ð Race
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https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community
http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Intimate-Partner-Violence-and-Sexual-Abuse-among-LGBT-People.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/pdf/NISVS_SOfindings.pdf


http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/etd/2673
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/women_of_color_network_facts_domestic_violence_2006.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/06/13/sarah-mcbride-gay-survivors-helped-launch-me-too-but-rates-lgbt-abuse-largely-overlooked/692094002/
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Response - Race

◼ Women of Color23:

❑ Less likely to report

❑ PTSD

❑ Substance abuse

❑ Depression 

❑ Self-blame as opposed to isolation 
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23 Ciera V. Scott, Anneliese A. Singh, and Jessica C. Harris, “The Intersection of Lived Oppression and 

Resilience,” p. 121-122. 

Response ð Sexual Orientation 

◼ LGBTQ24-25:

❑ Ignore or minimize

❑ Isolation

❑ Victim blaming

❑ Depression

❑ Anxiety

❑ Isolation

❑ Hypervigilance

❑ Maladaptive coping (alcohol drug use, self-harm)
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24 Jason C. Garvey, Jessi Hitchins, and Elizabeth McDonald, “Queer-Spectrum Student Sexual Violence,” 

in The Intersection of Identity and Sexual Violence on Campus, Centering Minoritized Students’ 

Experiences, eds. Jessica C. Harris and Chris Linder (Virginia: Stylus, 2017), p. 160.
25 Susan B. Marine, “For Brandon, For Justice,” p. 89.

Respondents
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Respondents - Race

◼ Racial breakdown of perpetrators 26:

❑ 57% white

❑ 27% black

❑ 8% unknown

❑ 6% other

❑ 1% mixed group

❑ College – N/A
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26 Source: Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Female 

Victims of Sexual Violence, 1994-2010 (2013).  Found at RAINN Perpetrators of Sexual Violence: 

Statistics Race of Perpetrators, https://www.rainn.org/statistics/perpetrators-sexual-violence

Respondents

◼ Stereotypes27

◼ Black men 6% of college undergraduates but 

overrepresented in complaints28

◼ Lack of resources 

◼ Racial bias
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27 Susan Iverson, “Mapping identities,” in The Intersection of Identity and Sexual Violence on Campus, 

Centering Minoritized Students’ Experiences, eds. Jessica C. Harris and Chris Linder (Virginia: Stylus, 

2017), p. 225.

Respondents - Credibility
◼ Evidence that evaluations of remorse via demeanor are problematic 

when it crosses racial and cultural divides, juveniles, intellectually 

disabled, mentally ill, or taking medication  

◼ People decode emotions of those in their own racial group more 

carefully

◼ Racial stereotypes – blackness as dangerousness 

◼ “lack of” could be for many reasons:

❑ Eye contact –

https://www.rainn.org/statistics/perpetrators-sexual-violence
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/09/the-question-of-race-in-campus-sexual-assault-cases/539361/
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Kateeka Harris

❖ Title IX Compliance 

Officer/Deputy Title 

IX Coordinator for 

Tarrant County 

College District

❖ Director of Diversity 

and Inclusion, 

ASCA
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Recommendations 
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Recommendations 

◼ Start the conversation

◼ Check our bags

◼ Social Justice Paradigm30

◼ Primary prevention efforts31 

◼ Education32
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30 Luoluo Hong, “Digging up the Roots, Rusting the Leaves,” in The Intersection of Identity and Sexual 

Violence on Campus, Centering Minoritized Students’ Experiences, eds. Jessica C. Harris and Chris 

Linder (Virginia: Stylus, 2017), p. 31-37.
31 Nadia Cherre Palacios and Karla Aguilar, “An Empowerment-Based Model of Sexual Violence 

Intervention and Prevention on Campus,” in The Intersection of Identity and Sexual Violence on Campus, 

Centering Minoritized Students’ Experiences, eds. Jessica C. Harris and Chris Linder (Virginia: Stylus, 

2017), p. 201-204.  
32 Jessica C.  Harris, “Centering Women of Color in the Discourse on Sexual Violence on College 

Campuses,” p. 52-54.  

Recommendations 

◼ Inclusive practices

◼ Culture of support33

◼ Training 

◼ Policies 
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33 Ciera V. Scott, Anneliese A. Singh, and Jessica Harris, “The Intersection of Lived Oppression and 

Resilience,” 12929292я


